
  

 

 

Summer Newsletter 2020 
(April until August) 

    

 

Hello everyone we hope that you're all having a good start to the term! 

Amazingly we're already into week three of the Summer Term and we have 

already had our first Bank Holiday Monday of May 2021 - Yay; we hope you all 

enjoyed the extra long weekend!  

 

The team are all really looking forward to the term ahead, we have lots of fun 

and educational activities planned across the term. 

 

It finally feels like we are leaving the gloomy winter months and the third Lock-

down behind us and starting on a new "positive" chapter in our way back out of 

lock-down! We hope that you and your families are all well and healthy. 
 

 



  

 
  

 

 

COVID19 update 

Please see below for the latest information on COVID 19 for early years 

providers.  We remind you that we are still required to minimise adult to adult 

contact and we do this through allocated drop off and collections slots.  Please 

ensure you keep to your drop off and collections slots - however if you need to 

request a change please do let Management know and we will endeavour to 

accommodate your request. 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-

childcare-closures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak#system-of-controls 
 

  

We have previously required you to contract with us and agree to the following 
to keep us all safer.  We remind you that we must ask you to: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak#system-of-controls
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak#system-of-controls
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/actions-for-early-years-and-childcare-providers-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak#system-of-controls


• Do not enter our buildings if you or anyone in your family is displaying any 
symptoms of coronavirus and to follow the COVID-19 guidance for 

households with possible coronavirus infection 

• Call to let us know at the earliest opportunity if the above applies and contact 

111 to book a  COVID 19 test 

• Inform the nursery manager of the results of the test as soon as returned: 

1.  If negative: arrangements can be made to attend the nursery the 

next day 

2.  If positive, the nursery manager will need to instigate a control 

procedure and advise all people in the contact network (year group 

bubble) to self-isolate 

• Maintain 2 metres from next person where possible and wear a face covering 
at all times in the nursery 

• Children will be encouraged to socially distance from each other and 

understand the space needed by putting their arms outstretched to the sides 

and whilst staff will limit contact with other children outside of the year group 

bubbles, as far as is possible; we cannot expect early years age children to 

remain 2 metres from each other or their key person(s) 

• Drop-off and collect your child(ren) only at the agreed times. If you are late 
contact the nursery to agree another time, do not just turn up 

• Only 1 adult to attend per family group to drop off and or collect. If there is a 

queue please line up at 2 metres apart. Where possible this should be the 

same person to maintain the same social bubble 

• Wash your hands, and your child’s hands, before entry at the sanitiser point 
by the main door and before touching the buzzer or door handle (we will also 

re-wash their hands on arrival in the room) 

• Accept that if your child becomes unwell with symptoms like that of Covid 19 

whilst in our care, we will contact you to collect your child from the nursery, to 

self-isolate and to book a test as above 



 

• Staff will be wearing a face mask/covering at drop off and collection to enable 
effective hand-over of you  child 

• Staff will generally not be wearing PPE but will only wear PPE if there is a 

risk of contact with bodily fluids i.e. nappy change, toileting, first aid, or if they 

are looking after someone who displays possible Covid 19 symptoms  

• In these cases, PPE will be disposable gloves & aprons. They may also be 
wearing a clear visor  and face mask 

• Children will be allocated a large enough space for their bubble to play in. 

This will be a shared space for every child in the bubble 

• We have removed all forms of paper exchange and using on online system 

called Tapestry (see Tapestry section for further information) 

• Whilst we are always happy to be asked and answer questions, please ask 

us to arrange to call you rather than wait in reception at drop off and 

collection times. 

 

 

 

  

 
  

 



 

 

A copy of our termly plans can be found outside each room on our EYFS display board  

 

Topic of the Term 

The termly topic that we ran until the end of April for all our children has 

been Garden and Plants.  Hopefully the Pre School and Toddler children's "Bean 

Stalk" has flourished over the half term at home! 

 

The areas of the EYFS we have been focusing on were Communication and 

Language, Expressive Arts and Design, Understanding the World, Literacy 

and Mathematics incorporating these areas into the activities throughout the 

weeks; we have been reading and talking about our core book Jack and the 

Beanstalk, measuring the Giants huge feet, story sequencing, planting in the 

garden and growing our very own Bean Stalks, We've had some amazing "still 

life" paintings produced by the children and lots and lots more activities that 

everyone has been involved in. 

 

The babies were and continue to be busy working on their "family tree" and we 

thank you for your contributions; the tree is growing everyday with beautiful 

pictures of our families. It’s a great communication and word development point 

for the babies, as we all look at and talk about the pictures of family and friends, 

on the tree - thanks again for the photos! 



 

 

Our babies have been having lots of sensory fun exploring the natural world; 

making mud pies, walking barefoot on grass, sand, mud and much more. 

 

Our Focus Books were; Jack and the Beanstalk (Pre School and Toddler) and 

Spring Babies (Babies). Our safeguarding theme was Anti Bullying and our 

Safeguarding Book was; Devon the Diggers Difficult Day 

 

We have had lots to celebrate over the term and the children have helped us to 

celebrate all of these events….Mother Day, Easter, Holi, Passover etc… 

 

Moving into May our termly topic will change for all our children;  

 

Summer Term 1 (May to June) will be Mini-beasts 

Summer Term 2 (July to August) will be Superheros 

Please see EYFS boards for our Termly Plan 

 

Our Focus Books are; Twist and Hop Minibeast Bop (Pre School and Toddlers), 

Mad About Minibeasts (Babies). 

Our safeguarding theme is personal safety and our Safeguarding Book is;  My 

Body (Pre School and Toddlers) and Stranger Danger (Babies) 
 

 

  



 

  

 

  

 
 

 

Summer Term 1 Focus Books  

 



Tapestry / Observations and Assessments 

 

For those of you who regularly access Tapestry you may have noticed we've 

made some changes to our observations.  This is in part in readiness for the 

changes coming into place from September to the Early Years Foundation 

Stage (EYFS): 

The changes to the EYFS statutory framework are being made to :  

• improve outcomes at age 5, particularly in early language and literacy 

• reduce workload such as unnecessary paperwork, so you can spend 

more time with the children in your care 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-

stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework 

 

Titles of observations have "hopefully" become more descriptive and interesting 

to you - we have moved away from titles such as Snap Shot, Long, Holistic and 

are now using titles like "I saw a WORM! Counting, I know my Alphabet etc... 

The written text is shorter and only used when the picture needs more 

explaining (meaning management are able to release observations a bit 

quicker, so that you can see them in the journal). 

 

Please note every observation is reviewed by Management before being 

released into the journal. Observations are not in real time, but we do try to 

review and release as soon as possible - however nursery life can sometimes 

delay the release of observations, so please do bear with us. 

 

We will also be completing a more detailed assessment observation three to 

five weeks into each New Term and having a Parents Meeting / Discussion with 

you (for now due to COVID19 restrictions via Face Time / Whatsapp Video or 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework/changes-to-the-early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-framework


Telephone) to discuss a GOAL/s that we can jointly set for your child and work 

on together to support your child to achieve over the term (in line with their 

ages and stages of development).  At the end of the term we will continue to 

complete an End of Term Report for you to be able to reflect on your 

child's journey since the start of term/nursery and their progress. 

 

If at any point you would like to have a discussion regarding your childs 

progress please do contact Management and we will arrange a discussion 

either with Management and or your child's Key Worker.  We are not able to 

facilitate regular discussions at hand-over. 

 

Care Diary 

As you know we also record all; meals, nappy changes, sleeping and accidents 

etc in the Care Diary section of Tapestry. Our team have been amazing in 

embracing the move from a paper based system to a digital 

system!!  However...we do make errors and omissions occasionally, while we 

do have quality checks in place our most important and over-riding quality 

check is not the digital recording but the delivery in the room to our children. If 

you spot an error or omission or something your aren't sure about please drop 

us a message in Tapestry/or via sbnursery@earlystartgroup.com and we will 

review and correct asap. A good example is the 8.15am breakfast 

recording.  Breakfast is served from 8.15 until 8.50 (finished by 9.00), your 

recording will always show breakfast as 8.15am even if your child arrived at 

8.30. This because breakfast is programmed in as starting at 8.15am and the 

recording is not tracking what time your child has breakfast but that they arrived 

during the breakfast serving and were offered breakfast. 

 

If you haven't set up your account please do so asap - as this is the main way 

of you receiving information on your child and the nursery.  Please click on the 

memo section for newsletters, general updates and information.  This 

mailto:sbnursery@earlystartgroup.com


 

newsletter is available through the memo section in Tapestry as are a number 
of termly updates/newsletters/information memos etc. 
 

For further information about Tapestry please feel free to browse their 

website https://tapestry.info/ 

 

To enable us to set up your account so that you can access your child's 
learning journal and details of their day in nursery please click on the link 
below and complete the form. 
 

 https://www.earlystartgroup.com/nurseries/tapestry-confirmation-form/ 

 

 
  

 

Safeguarding 

• When entering the premises you will be asked and need to tell us if other 

parents or anyone else is coming in behind you, as we will need to 

identify who is entering the premises for safeguarding purposes.  Please 

remember you should be social distancing at all times due to COVID 

19.  You will be asked the same question again at the main door, please 

https://tapestry.info/
https://www.earlystartgroup.com/nurseries/tapestry-confirmation-form/


 

do not hold the door open (due to social distancing). If you are leaving 

the building please do not hold the door open for another parent to enter 

(even if you know them) this is for safeguarding purposes. 

• Please ensure you keep your child's details up to date, if you've changed 

your telephone number, moved house etc you'll need to let us know. 

• If there are any changes to your personal circumstance please let a 

member of the management team know as soon as possible. 

• Our Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy been reviewed, the 

updated policy will be available via the website shortly a paper copy is 

also displayed in the nursery on our Safeguarding Board (outside the 

managers office) 

• All our Managers and Senior Leadership are trained Designated 

Safeguarding Officers with training delivered through the NSPCC or 

NDNA (National Day Nurseries Association) 

• In this age of digital awareness and access its really important that we 

understand the risk to our children on-line and how to keep them 

safe.  The NSPCC have a range of free resources and information to 

support us ALL to do this please see link.  
• https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/keeping-children-safe/online-

safety/ 

 

 

  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


  

 

Reminders / Information  

Please keep to you 10 minutes drop off and collection time slots to ensure complaint 

with COVID 19 risk assessment. If you are going to be late you MUST contact the 

nursery for a new slot or be given advice on queuing.  If you want to collect early we 
also need you to call so we can ensure access. 

 

LABELS LABELS LABELS everywhere :) 

A gentle reminder and request to please label your children clothes (coats, 

cardigans,  hats, scarves, gloves, hoodies and bags), basically anything that they 

might take on or off across the nursery day. 

  

If you intend to leave the nursery (1 months notice is required), wish to change your 

hours etc...you will need to confirm your request via our website using the link 

below.  Please do have a verbal conversation first with one of the management 

team, but it must be confirmed via the request to change nursery hours link. 

 https://www.earlystartgroup.com/nurseries/request-to-change-nursery-hours/ 

 
We have updated our Terms and Conditions, these can be found on the 

website https://www.earlystartgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ESE-Nursery-Terms-

and-Conditions.pdf 

Please do ensure you read, if you have any questions do let us know 

  
Thanking you in advance for your co-operation 

 

 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

 

Supervised Tooth-brushing Programme: We are really really pleased that 

Public Health England gave the go ahead to re-launch the supervised tooth-

brushing programme last term. We had replaced the time slot for the tooth-

brushing with the Daily Mile.  A ten minute physical activity session for all, but 

https://www.earlystartgroup.com/nurseries/request-to-change-nursery-hours/
https://www.earlystartgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ESE-Nursery-Terms-and-Conditions.pdf
https://www.earlystartgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ESE-Nursery-Terms-and-Conditions.pdf


 

will continue to deliver this as the children have really benefited and enjoyed 

the sessions - we have even identified some budding fitness instructors!  

 

The re-introduction has been under strict hygiene protocols, which are working 

well. It’s been really good for the children to have the programme back on and 

so good to have those discussions about the importance of good oral health 

with the children. 

 

Please do look out for our Oral Health display, which has some top tips and 

advice for tooth-brushing 

 

Health Eating: Healthy eating is important for everyone, but especially during 

the early years to support children's growth, development and learning.  The 

Early Start Nutrition Team have lots of top tips, advice and recipes on their web 

page on our website.  In addition they are hosting FREE Weaning and Toddler 

feeding sessions via Zoom regularly (see website for dates and how to book).  

 

We have a new menu for this summer term (please see the display boards), 

and we're super excited to have been cited as a nursery with a menu that is "a 

fab example" of a balanced nursery menu in line with the voluntary guidelines 

for nursery food - THANKS SR Nutrition 

 

https://www.srnutrition.co.uk/2020/08/what-does-good-nursery-food-look-like/ 

 

https://www.earlystartgroup.com/nutrition/ 
 

 

https://www.srnutrition.co.uk/2020/08/what-does-good-nursery-food-look-like/
https://us3.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.earlystartgroup.com%2Fnutrition%2F&h=b00f4c124de1fb9391d00ddb0243cedcecf6de05e52cd8d4f078158a31b41bc9&v=1&xid=fb549e28e8&uid=118811598&pool=&subject=


 

 

Clean teeth and tongues (toothbrushing) - follow the leader (Daily Mile)  

 
  

 

Garden Developments  

A the end of March we updated you on our plans of re-developing the big 

garden.  It took a little longer than we expected to finish, but the children were 

amazingly patient and really enjoyed watching the garden being taken apart with the 

mini digger and then put back together - 'I'm sure they updated you on progress over 

the few weeks it took to finish.  We had our official opening; by the children, during 

the last week of the April holiday.  The children were soo excited to be able to finally 

get into the new garden and explore! It's been everything we had hoped it would 
be.  We have a few things to finish off; child friendly plants and herbs will be planted 

shortly to the raised beds, a new wooden bench is to be built along the wall opposite 

the plants for seating and a new small planter is going into the baby garden with child 

friendly plants and herbs too!! 

 



 

Below are a few picture; how it looked before the works, during and at the GRAND 

OPENING!. 

 

 

  

 



 

 

Lastly, we just want to thank you once again for your support throughout the last nine 

months!  It has been a tough time for us as a business and for our staff, their 

families, as we know it has for many of you.  

 

As ever we are happy to discuss the government guidelines and welcome your 

suggestions, as parents and carers. 
Thanks again, take care and best wishes  

  

Term Dates 2020 to 2021 Academic Year: 
(Summer term time children) 

Monday 19th April until Friday 28th May 

Monday 7th June until Friday 23rd July 

 



 

Inset Day 2021 = Monday 11th October 2021 

   

 

 

 

 

Please follow us on Facebook or Instagram,click on the links below or search 

Early Start Group 

 

email: SBnursery@earlystartgroup.com 

Tel: 020 8552 6281  
 

 

Click to email  
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